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The Essence of Dvaravati and Modern Mon Cultureson Review of :
the Creation of Lavapura Dance Inte gratlv e

Business &
Derek Songkalayanawat

Lopburi College of Dramatic Arts, Bunditpatanasilpa Institute Economlcs
— Qesearch

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the acculturation of Dvaravati culture on the creation of
“Lavapura Dance”. Based on the qualitative research methodology, the data used in this study
were collected through document study, and interviews. The results revealed that, firstly, the
“Lavapura dance” clearly reflected the acculturation of Dvaravati culture on its dance name.
Secondly, the creation of the choreography used in “Lavapura Dance” was influenced by
Dvaravati culture applying and combining together the choreography found on Dvaravati
sculptures, the choreography specifically designed for “Dvaravati Dance” and the
choreography of local Mon dance of Bang Khan Maak subdistrict, Lopburi Province. Thirdly,
the costumes for “Lavapura Dance” was designed based on the drawings of Dvaravati ladies
and local Mon costumes. Lastly, the music used in *Lavapura Dance” was intentionally
composed by combining the essence of Dvaravati and local Mon culture resulting in having
Mon melody in Thai music when playing with Mon musical instruments.

Keywords: 1. Acculturation of Dvaravati 2. Lavapura Dance

1. Introduction

Lavapura, an ancient name of Lopburi, was recognized as an important city during the
Dvaravati period. Situated on the west bank of the Chao Phraya River, Lavapura was a
melting pot of cultural diversities, i.e., Mon, Khmer, Tai, or Hindu. When the Mon people
came into power and ruled the Kingdom around the 11%:16" centuries, they brought with
them the Mon culture which was later blended harmoniously with other cultures existing in
the region. Then, the Dvaravati culture emerged, which was exactly dominated by the Mon’s.

According to the Chinese Tung-tien Chronicles recorded in the 14" century, Lavapura
was a flourishing city with its refined social and economic systems. The Dvaravati people
had their own currency in the form of silver coins inscribed ‘Lava’ on the obverse and ‘Pura’
on the reverse in a Pallava-derived script of the 7" or 8" century (Boeles, 1967). The
inscriptions of ‘Lava’ and ‘Pura’ on the coins confirmed the existence of the city ‘Lavapura’
dating back to the Dvaravati period. Most of Lavapura residents were farmers and traders.
They had their own written language and practiced Buddhism. Conches and drums were the
main musical instruments widely played during that time.

Copyright © 2016 GMP Press and Printing (http://buscompress.com/journal-home.html)
ISSN: 2304-1013 (Online); 2304-1269 (CDROM); 2414-6722 (Print)
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Figure 8: Lavapura Dancers Performing ‘Tha Sod Soong’ and ‘Tha Jop’
(Source: Songkalayanawat, 2015)

The above picture (left) shows Lavapura dancers performing “Tha Sod Soong’ or
‘Raising the Arm up High’. This pattern is typically local Mon dance pattern which reflects
the graceful movement of Mon women. To perform the dance pattern, dancers sway their
bodies to the rhythm of the music. The above picture (right) shows Lavapura dancers
performing ‘Tha Jop® or “Finale’. This dance pattern is designed to show the joyfulness of
Mon women.

(Source: Wat Amphawan's Archives, 2015)

4.4 Musical Composition

According to the interview with Mr. Namwa Romphothong, a Thai classical music
expert, who composed the music for ‘Lavapura Dance’, it was found that he- the musical
composition for this dance was inspired by Mon music culture which has been passed from
one to another and still been active today. The Mon essence was added to his composition in
order to show the audience the spirit of Dvaravati culture. The musical instruments played in
the song include Cha-ke (plucked zither), Khlui (flute), Ranat Ek (higher xylophone), Ranat
Thum (lower xylophone), Ranat Tat (a type of xylophone), Gongs, Taphon Mon (large drum
played with the hand), Ching (small cymbals), Chap (flat cymbals), and Poengmang (Mon
drum). Mr. Namwa also believes that Dvaravati people were Mon, and his belief is strongly
supported by the archeological evidence which proves that Dvaravati culture was originated
by the Mon people who came into power over the region during the 11™-16™ centuries.

The two local wisdom elites and the historical and archeological expert were invited
to watch ‘Lavapura Dance’ on stage. They all said that they could feel the essence of
Dvaravati and modern Mon cultures reflecting through the music composed by Mr. Namwa
Romphothong.

Copyright © 2016 GMP Press and Printing (http://buscompress.com/journal-home.html)
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